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Roofing Types

ÅLow Slope

ÅSteep Slope

ÅMetal Roofing



Low Slope

Membrane 

Elastromeric Membrane Roofing

ÅEthylene Propylene Diene Monomer 

(EPDM)

Thermoplastic Membrane Roofing

ÅPolyvinyl Chloride (PVC)

ÅThermoplastic Polyolefin (TPO)



Low Slope

Membrane 

EPDM, PVC, TPO 

1. Fully Adhered 

2. Mechanically Fastened 

3. Ballasted 

4. Perimeter securement similar for all three 

styles. 

5. Metal Fascia at perimeter securing the roofing 



Low Slope - Membrane 

1. Fully Adhered 

a. Insulation layers screwed down or 

adhesively secured to substrate. 

i. Fastening or adhesive density dependant on 

wind resistance requirements.



EPDM Roofing Systems

Fully adhered Ballasted roofing systems 











Multipurpose Fastener 







Low Slope - Membrane 

2. Mechanically Fastened

a. Insulation Layers screwed down 

i. High wind areas require air barrier below 

insulation on air permeable decks, wood, steel 

1. Increased fastening required with air barrier so 

insulation layers take most of load from air leakage 

from building interior.

ii. Concrete, Gypsum, and Tectum deck do not 

require the air barrier due to monolithic 

installation.



EPDM Roofing Systems

Fully adhered and mechanically fastened  



Low Slope - Membrane

3. Ballasted
a. Insulation layers normally not fastened, and are 

loose laid 
i. Increased fastening required with air barrier so 

insulation layers take most of load from air leakage 
from building interior. This is typically at perimeters 
and corners up to 12ô width dependant on building 
height or width of roof. 

b. Membrane loose laid and secured with ballast 
rocks. 
i. Average weight around 12# in field of roof 15# at 

perimeters and 20# in corners 
1. Not allowed along the coast for buildings over 15ô in height 120 

mph wind zone. 



Low Slope - Membrane

4. Perimeter securement similar for all 
three styles.

a. Membrane is secured along perimeter 
parapets. 
i. Securement of an underlying reinforced strip of 

membrane to the structure and then adhering 
or welding the membrane to the strip 

ii. Fastening of the perimeter of the membrane to 
the structure with screws/ anchors and plates 
1. Membrane flashing overlaps past the securement 

locations and is sealed to the field membrane and 
up the parapet. 






